
ALADIN AIR X Battery Replacement 

The information on this site is for personal use only and is exclusively performed at your own 

risk without liability of this site, contributors, associates, and/or site operator. This 

information is not allowed for use in any commercial form or in any other way. 

For a successful DIY battery change in an Aladin dive computer, you will need to have good practical experience with 

soldering/de-soldering and good general mechanical proficiency to access the battery. Just getting the cover off took 

me 1.5 hours. I would allow yourself 3 hours for your first attempt. I think it would probably be possible to do this in 

1 hour if you had a new battery cover and didn’t care how much you damaged the old one, and some practice of 

knowing how it comes apart. I will try to provice as much knowledge of my experience here so your will be quicker 

and easier. 

 

WARNING! Aladin dive computers are oil-filled. Do not 

discard the oil as it must be reused when the battery 
change is completed. You must carefully extract and 

store the oil. It is strongly recommended to use a 
syringe (no needle) to extract and store. Use of 

rubber gloves is recommended! 

The AirX was a very unsuccessful model. The cover is 

glued-on and the glue is hard & needs to be carefully 
scraped out enough to weaken the seal sufficiently so 

you can “crack” it open. After the battery is changed 

it’s necessary to re-glue the cover & re-fill the unit 
with oil. All of this is difficult. That is why UWATEC 

does not want to change the battery in this model. 
 

 

GREEN: Filling hole. 

Through this hole you can refill oil (if it is not blocked 
inside by glue) This hole is covered by a screw with O-

ring.  

YELLOW: Holes for sensors 

Ambient pressure is transmitted to sensors inside 
through this holes. DO NOT BLOCK.  

RED: Two locking screws. 
These screws hold the glued cover. Left screw is 

usually very tight. You can carefully try a little heat - 
carefully! For example, touch it with the tip of a hot 

soldering iron for 2 seconds to heat it up and break 

the seal. I couldn’t get mine out. It actually broke and 
I had to drill it out and re-tap a larger thread and use 

a different screw. 

 

 

When ready to open the case, if it is very stuck, 
you can try and lever it gently while using some 

heat.  

(@100°C max! Use a Hair dryer) 
(Or heat gun on very low setting) 

Green: You need to scrape out the glue enough to 

break the seal. 

Yellow:  Do NOT scrape out ! You cannot get to the 

glue here as it is behind the housing. (See photos of 
cover after it is removed for reference) 



 

When trying to remove the locking screws, the “left” 

screw actually broke on mine. I then nearly destroyed 
the battery cover in an effort to separate the cover 

from the housing. 

 

You need to go to a depth of around 8mm deep, 

nearly the width of the plastic border around the 
screen. At some point when you actually crack the 

seal, here comes the Silicon Oil! Be prepared to start 
to collect it, or clean it up! 

 

Break the seal around each corner. I found this 
extremely difficult. 

 

When you can finally get the cover separated from the 
housing you can remove the square bead of glue in 

the channel all the way around the cover. 

Here you can see how “deep” or thick the cover 

mating is with the housing. It’s approx 9mm. This is 
why it’s so hard to come apart. The entire surface is 

covered with glue, not just the channel bead. 



 

Here you can see the back of the cover and housing, 

with the similar bead of glue in the channel. As this 
glue is behind the rear of the case, you can’t get to it. 

You just have to try and “crack” the seal and pry the 

cover off.  

You can also see that the cover near the screw that 
broke has come off from all the prying and hard work 

to loosen the cover. 

 

This is a close up of the cover and the bead of glue in 

the channel, to try and give you some idea of the 

extent of the seal you are trying to break. 

 

This is a view of the cover from the back. Please note 

the O-Ring on the long screw. Do not lose it, or even 
better, replace it with a new one. Get two as you also 

need one for the oil filling hole. 

Also, please note that the protrusion from the cover is 

rubbery and soft. If you put a hole in this, your game 
is over. This rubbery protrusion is what transfers the 

ambient pressure to the inside of the case so that the 

electronic pressure sensor can perform depth gauge 
calculations. 

 

You need to clean all the oil away and put a thin coat 

of epoxy on the clean surface just before filling the 
channel with epoxy and attempting to re-assemble.  

Any residual oil in the housing will make life difficult. I 

let mine drain out onto tissue for 3 days. 



 

The following batteries or compatible can be used for 

replacement.: 
  Tadiran  SL-860  (TL-4903?) 

  SAFT LS14500 (Do not confuse LS14500C) 

 Tecksel SB-11AA 

Specifications: 
Chemistry:  LiSoCl2 

Size: “AA” 

Voltage:  3.6v 
Capacity: 2400mAH 

Physical Connection: Solder Tabs or Axial Leads 

 

Picture yet to come... 

Before sealing the unit up, it is necessary to clean 

both parts thoroughly  with a degreaser (Prepsol or 
Methylated Spirit) for the seal of the epoxy glue to 

work. But try to keep away from the electronics at all 

times! 

I prefer to mix a small amount of powdered graphite 
into the epoxy as it colours the epoxy a matching 

black and makes the epoxy less brittle once it hardens 

and more workable for the next battery change. 

 

After successful battery change, the computer may 

still show “Err” on the display. For a successful reset 
you must have a battery that is in good working 
condition. If not, the reset will fail and/or the 
computer will continue to remain in "Err". 
 
For reset you will need a 3V lithium battery 
(CR2032 or general equivalent). Connect the 
negative (-) to contact “B” (side), which is the 
same contact used when using the pc 
interface/memo mouse "RED" contact. 
 
With the positive (+) you need to perform 
repeated quick contact brushes to the second 
contact  “-“, which is the same contact used 
when using the PC interface/memo mouse 
"BLACK" contact. 

  
If the reset is successful, you will see all symbols 
on the LCD display for approximately 3 seconds. 
The reset is NOT considered successful if the 
"ERR" is cleared only, try to reset again in this 
case.  
 
If you have a memo mouse or any other 
bidirectional interface for data transfer from an 
Aladin computer to a PC, you can use the 
"WakeUp"  function directly from the DataTalk 
program. This battery method simulates the 
interface performing a "wakeup". 

 


